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Merritt Island
National Wildlife Refuge
Mosquito Lagoon Detail

Quick Mosquito Lagoon Facts:
21,000 Estuarine Acres

~1/2 <3 Feet Deep
Intracoastal Waterway Corridor
Highest Quality Seagrass Beds
Essential Fish Habitat Designation
National Seashore Overlay
Redfish Capital of the World
~50 Commercial Recreational Fishing Guides
Estimated >123,000 Annual Boats

>2 Million People Live Nearby
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Priority Mosquito Lagoon Issues:
High & Increasing Public Use Activities & Demand
Decreasing Quality of Public Use Opportunities
Increasing User Conflicts

Improving Technology to Find & Access Fish
Increasing Impacts to Wildlife & Habitats
Decreasing & Altered Wildlife Use PRy
Prominent Prop Scarring SRNG5S
Water Quality Concerns o




Merritt Island
National Wildlife Refuge
Mosquito Lagoon Detail

Fishing
Tournament:

The Hunt for
Reds in October



Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge
Mosquito Lagoon Detail

Mosquito Lagoon Study, 2002
All Observed Boats during 100 Overflights

Snapshot of public use
in Mosquito Lagoon




% Mosquito Lagoon - Seagrasses & Scars
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" ‘?'a. Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge

ﬂ,! ) Draft Map

Seagrass Scars - 1999
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Seagrass Scar Database
1999, FMRI, FFWCC




Merritt Island

National Wildlife Refuge
Mosquito Lagoon Detail
Prop Scarring Examples

Glory Hole




GLORY HOLE
(VIEW TO WEST)
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IMPOUNDMENT
ACCESS




IMPOUNDMENT
UTFALLS

Access by fishermen,
hunters, crabbers to
V-3 impoundment




Merritt Island

National Wildlife Refuge
Mosquito Lagoon Detail
Prop Scarring Examples

Open Flats
Near V-3
North of Bird Island
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Merritt Island

National Wildlife Refuge
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Prop Scarring Examples

Bird Island




2004

Historic nesting island
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Vann’s Island




VANN'’S ISLAND

Potential marked
access channel




SOUTH OF V-4
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SOUTH OF V-5
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South of
Three
Cabbage
Island




SOUTH OF THREE
CABBAGE ISLAND

2000

Heavy prop scarring




SOUTH OF THREE
CABBAGE ISLAND

Heavy prop scarring
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Pardon Island




PARDON ISLAND
AREA
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Undocumented prop scarring




Undocumented prop scarring
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Southeast
Mosquito
Lagoon




SOUTHEAST
MOSQUITO LAGOON

Light prop scarring
Note: plume caused by boat in shallows




Merritt Island

National Wildlife Refuge
Mosquito Lagoon Detail
Prop Scarring Examples

Pelican
Island
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Merritt Island

National Wildlife Refuge
Mosquito Lagoon Detail
Prop Scarring Examples




Heavy prop scarrlng
Note: Area already designated
slow speed zone




WSEG RAMP
CHANNEL







Proposed Pole/Troll Zone

Merritt Island National Wildlife Refuge

Proposal: Tiger Shoals PolefTroll Zone

Under Consideration:
creating a poleftroll Zzone in the shallows in the Tiger Shoals
area & along nearby spoil islands on the western share

R

Refuge Boundary
Seagrass Scars (FFWCC 1599)
B SEVERE
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LIGHT

1000 0 10002000 3000 4000 Feet
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Wao is only representalional.
Mot fo be wsed for legal purposes.
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